Opinions throughout History:
Refugees & Asylum Seekers

“The latest in the Opinions throughout History series
follows the evolution of U.S. public opinion about refugees
and asylum seekers from the 1500s to the present day,
including the current U.S. border crisis and refugee crises
in Ukraine and Palestine. Throughout history, the ideal
refugee is someone who is fleeing oppression and political
violence and, crucially, for whom Americans feel a level of
kinship. The 28 chapters explore how this has played out
with refugees from Haiti and Ireland to Sudan and
Palestine. Using primary-source documents, including
speeches and legislation, Issit demonstrates the ways in
which the U.S. response to refugee crises has been

shaped by nativism and xenophobia. Chapter introductions,
public-domain images, sidebars, and discussion questions
provide additional context and food for thought. The final
chapter, "The Contours of Empathy," considers and
systematically dismantles common arguments against
open borders, concluding that a lack of political will, not
means, prevents wealthy countries like ours from
welcoming more refugees. Comprehensive and very
timely, this book is recommended for large public,
high-school, and academic libraries.
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“Students researching refugee crises around the world
will find this compilation of American opinions a useful
resource. | 4
- Booklist .
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