Milestone Documents in African
American History
“This new edition includes 124 chronologically arranged full-text
primary documents in African American history, ranging from John
Rolfe’s letter of 1619 to the 2017 Report Summary of the Ferguson
Police Department Investigation. Entries include the document itself
(longer documents are necessarily excerpted), critical analysis by
approximately 70 field experts, brief lists of secondary print and web
sources, glossaries, timelines, and “Questions for Further Study.”
Additional materials include a teachers’ activity guide, 138 photographs
and illustrations, and a list of documents by category… the significant
benefit in acquiring this four-volume set lies in the additional
materials noted above, particularly the critical analyses.”
-ARBA, 2018
“An admirable anthology of writings and speeches by black
Americans over a panorama of history, this collection derives from
sound knowledge of student needs and pedagogy. The four volumes
offer numerous applications for the teacher, student, researcher, and
historian, especially introduction to essential vocabulary: Jim Crow,
conspiracy, Brownsville, affirmative action, Dixiecrats, and
Reconstruction. The text blends a variety of voices-activists, sports
starts, court judgments, idealists, rebels, and feminists-and draws from
history’s neglected figures e.g., Shirley Chrisholm, Roy Wilkins, Marian
Anderson, and Toussaint Louverture. The attractive layout features
extracts from context, biographies of authors, illustrations of such
key players as Jesse Jackson and the Germantown Quakers, time
lines, and questions for further study, notably ramifications of the
Vietnam War and constitutional arguments favoring voting rights. An
appendix of classroom guides compiles focus questions requiring critical
thinking about slavery, the Civil War, violence, poverty, and civil rights.
A detailed index leads readers to specifics about Anita Hill, Scottsboro,
the Watts riots, Jesse Owens, the Atlanta Compromise, and Brown v.
Board of Education. Overall, the set is a valuable, inexpensive
achievement in reference resources suitable to public, high-school,
and college libraries.”
-Booklist
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