Opinions Throughout History:
The Environment
“Independent historian and scholar Issitt provides a
comprehensive overview of the environment as an academic
subject. Chapters are arranged in chronological order
from the years 1100 to 2017. Topics are varied and
include colonial environmentalism, synthetic pesticides and
corporate accountability, changes in the automobile
industry, climate change, and the debate over coal, among
many others. Primary and secondary sources such as
newspaper articles, photographs, court documents, and
speeches, coupled with expert analysis, add to readers’
knowledge of how significant figures have shaped their
understanding of and interaction with the environment.
Discussion questions at the end of chapters allow
readers the further appreciate and raise awareness of
environmental issues. A glossary and timeline of historical
events provide additional background information. The
author illustrates the complicated history that government
officials and significant figures have had in preserving and
maintain the environment, while providing possible future
recommendations and directions.”
-CHOICE, 2019
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Opinions Throughout History:
The Environment
“This latest entry in the publisher’s series examines political,
cultural, and scientific thoughts and beliefs regarding
environmental concerns in what is now the United States. This is
an exemplary text for debaters, history and science
researchers, and current and aspiring activists. Each of the 28
chapters provides a cogent contextual essay before analyzing a
different primary source. Black-and-white photos throughout
include images of the reproduced documents, including the
handwritten 17th-century “Land Use and Timber Regulations of
Pennsylvania” and the first cover of Henry David Thoreau’s
Walden. The print is large and the layout well organized so
readers can sink into any chapter, right through the 2017
environmental protections rollbacks of President Trump. Back
matter provides further context with a time line and a glossary…
VERDICT A solid addition for those seeking a deep dive into
the environment.”
-School Library Journal, 2019
“This title is the fifth volume in Grey House Publishing’s Opinions
Throughout History series. The title contains 28 chapters, each
beginning with an introduction, followed by a list of topics
covered, historical overview, the text of the document(s),
conclusion, discussion questions, and bibliographic citations.
Supplementary materials include a chronology, glossary,
historical snapshots, and bibliography. At the heart of this work
are the documents that the respective chapters are built
around, and they represent an eclectic mix. Some can be easily
located in other sources, such as the excerpt from John Muir’s Our
National Parks or President Ronald Reagan’s Statement on
Signing the Montreal Protocol on Ozone-Depleting Substances.
This work conveniently packages a variety of primary source
documents, including some that focus on particularly salient
topics like climate change, and thus would prove useful for
school libraries.”
-ARBA, 2019
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