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“The third edition of this reference includes 
the significant strides women have made in 
the political realm over the last six years. More 
than 900 topics of key figures and events are 
presented, with over 100 new entries added, 
ranging from Sarah Palin to the Lily Ledbetter 
Act. In the introductory discussion, O’Dea 
presents what she feels are the key topics on 
the role of women in American Politics. The 
Encyclopedic entries are organized 
alphabetically and vary from a short 
paragraph to multiple pages of information. 
Citations and see also references are 
included, provided differing points of view, 
ethnicities, and political ideologies. 
Beyond the encyclopedic entries, the reader is 
provided a thorough bibliography and a 
chronology of significant events from 1638 
through early 2013. The two appendixes 
include tables of statistics and 35 historical 
primary documents. This resource also 
provides a lengthy and helpful index that lists 
alternate names to further aid the user in 
easily locating information. This two-volume 
set is recommended for high-school and 
public libraries.” 
      -Booklist 
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“The editor is very even handed in describing controversial 
subjects. In an effort to present the information without 
prejudice, she elected to use the vocabulary chosen by a group 
to describe itself and its positions on issues. Overall, this set 
would be an excellent addition to the library shelves as a 
compendium of American women’s involvement in politics.” 

 -Library Media Connection 
 
“…a remarkable job of organizing a voluminous amount of 
reference material into a work that will be useful for research 
on individual women and broader women’s issues. Even when 
writing about sensitive issues such as abortion…remains 
evenhanded and objective in this worthwhile purchase.” 

 -Voice of Youth Advocates 
 
“The particular value of From Suffrage to the Senate is the 
pulling together of often discrete shards of information into a 
whole…an engaging tool that would be useful in high school, 
public, and academic libraries looking for an overview of 
the political history of women in the US.”  

–Booklist 
 
 “…a well-researched, skillfully organized reference on 
American women’s influence on public life. Recommended for 
all public and academic libraries.”  

-Library Journal 
 
 “…This book is an excellent reference source on women 
leaders, causes, and issues and is highly recommended.” 

 -ARBA 


